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To Contact the Church, the Vicar or one
of the Church Wardens please use the 
information below:

PRIEST IN CHARGE                                     
Rev. Alison M. Morris ........ 01922 477734

LICENSED READER                                     
Mrs A. Myatt ......................... 01922 692420

CHURCH WARDENS                                  
Mrs S. Morris .........................01922 516847
Mr A. Chantler ......................07870 783614

CHURCH OFFICE 
TELEPHONE ...................01922 685666
(if office closed please leave a message)

CHURCH E-MAIL                                           
stmichaelschurchpelsall@gmail.com

CONTACT US

Views expressed by contributors do 
not necessarily reflect those of the church.

We hope you are enjoying 
our magazine – if you have 
anything you would like to 

include please email:

stmichaelschurchpelsall
@gmail.com

and we will do our best to 
include as many as we can.

Design & artwork donated by Bluflame Design 
www.bluflame.co.uk

Front cover photograph courtesy of Mike Reynolds

As this magazine goes to print the 
church is able to provide a slightly
clearer picture of some church services,
social events and activities. St. Michaels
is still following the recommendations
strongly suggested by the Church of 
England in order to keep everyone safe. 

Church services take place every Sunday at
the 10am Holy Communion and on 
Wednesdays at 10am wherever possible
(see the website or facebook for details). 
The reintroduction of other services will 
continue during the autumn. 

Funeral, baptism and weddings are taking
place in church according to guidelines. 
This includes the reintroduction of baptism
preparation, marriage preparation and 
wedding rehearsals. For those interested in
baptism and weddings for 2021/22 bookings
are being taken. Please see the website and
facebook page for contact details or phone
01922 685666 to speak with the parish 
administrator – Jill Cumpston.

Plans are in place for some social events and
activitieswhich will be advertised nearer the
date and some of which are advertised within
this magazine.    

SERVICES AT ST. MICHAELS & ALL ANGELS PARISH CHURCH

               

ALTERATIONS • IRONING • LAUNDRY • DRY CLEANING

53 High Street, Pelsall, Walsall WS3 4LU
Tel: 01922 692701
www.pelsalldrycleaners.co.uk

Opening Hours:
Mon-Fri  8.30am - 5.30pm , Sat 8.30am - 2.00pm

Est. 1967

•  Professional Clothing Repairs and Alterations
•  Bridal, Prom and Formal Wear
•  Curtains, Suite Covers and Upholstery
•  Same Day Service Available
•  Wide Selection of Garment Care 
Products Instore

               

PHOTO PRINTING SERVICE
50 Photographs from £12.50*

*Conditions and print sizes apply, contact us for further information.

SUPPORT YOUR 
HIGH STREET 

INDEPENDENT 
RETAILERS
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FROM THE 
VICAR’S DESK

ST. MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS CHURCH, PELSALL

REV. ALISON

So speak encouraging words to one another.
Build up hope so you’ll all be together in this,
no one left out, no one left behind. 
1 Thessalonians 5 v 11

We were built for relationships. I know that doesn’t
sound as poetic as John Donne’s “No man is an 
island entire of itself,” but it captures the same truth. 
God wired us to live in community with others. 
However, Covid 19 has changed our lives. The normal
ways in which we might meet new people, or get to 
know people better, were suddenly taken away. 
We have been more physically isolated than ever 
before whilst desperately needing to be more socially
connected. For that reason alone the church is working
hard at building relationships and engaging with the 
‘real community’. But what does that mean? 

The whole idea of community—living and interacting
with others —is a central part of a believer’s discipleship
and growth. From the earliest days of the church, 
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the
fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to prayer” (Acts
2:42, CSB). And yes, we do gather together for worship,
prayer, and to hear and study God’s Word, but in all
these things, we encourage each other. I’ve heard the 
excuse—and you probably have too: “I don’t need to go to
church to worship God, to pray, or to study the Bible.” 
While we can do these things privately (and we should),
we miss the rich element of doing and being with others.
We are hard-wired for community, and there’s no greater
place to do that than in relationship with all people. 

From my experience we know that a church is a place to
which people will often turn first in their time of need —
where they can be sure of being made welcome, offered 
practical support, and able to make real friends who 
really listen and care. Godly friendships encourage and
challenge and comfort us in our lives. In fact, the Bible
says “And let us watch out for one another to provoke love
and good works, not neglecting to gather together, as some
are in the habit of doing, but encouraging each other, and all
the more as you see the day approaching.” (Heb. 10:24-25). 

And still, loneliness, anxiety and depression are the biggest
issues facing our society. Church and community can work
purposefully together to eradicate these issues through
developing relationships and projects which will support
the lonely and isolated. And of course, the ultimate 
relationship we’re called to is a personal relationship with
Christ.  But when we come to Christ, we also come to 
His body: the Church. As we walk with Christ, we don’t
walk alone because we walk alongside others. As we 
mature in Christ, we see the value of community more.
Consequently, we seek to build and strengthen those 
relationships. But maturing believers don’t just build 
relationships with other believers; they seek to build 
relationships with those outside the faith, too. They do 
this with intentionality; they want to build a relationship 
in order to show the love of Christ and share the gospel
within our community. Wouldn’t it be good if more close
friendships could develop between people whose lives
look quite different? Can we befriend people whose faith
or spirituality looks completely different from ours? 
Yes, we can. The answer lies with us to show what genuine
friendship looks like with people who are not the same.  

St. Michael’s church is busy embedding the ‘new normal’.
Connections are being made and company being 
sought out, and prayer being offered wholeheartedly, 
and love and encouragement shared within our Pelsall 
community. Very soon services, activities and events 
will be in place to bring church and community together.
So let us engage together with the ‘real community’ 
and as we do so let us keep these words in mind.

‘So speak encouraging words to one another.
Build up hope so you’ll all 
be together in this, no one 
left out, no one 
left behind.’ 
Blessings to all… 
Rev. Alison 
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MOTHERS’ 
UNION UPDATE 

On July 12th, 20 members of Pelsall 
Mothers’ Union met together in an Act of 
Worship, with the Eucharist Celebrated by 
Reverend Alison. This was followed by a brief
A.G.M. which included various reports plus
elections and finance accounts.  Due to Covid
legislation and restriction meetings had been
unable to take place for the last 15 months.
Therefore, under the constitution rules those
present were able to vote unanimously to keep
the status quo of the officers in post until the
next A.G.M. which is planned for January 
10th 2022.  

One of the Projects we have supported for 
a number of years is ‘Mum Bags’.  This is the 
provision of various Baby Items for young 

Pregnant Mums.  A number of these were due 
to be given to the Wren Project at the Manor
Hospital, unfortunately the Project was 
Disbanded.  It was agreed that some should 
be given to The Black Country Women’s Aid 
and some to the Pelsall Food Bank. These have
now been delivered. 

We have received a Thank you Certificate 
from the Women’s Aid which will be displayed 
on the Church Notice Board. 

We are now looking forward to being able to
meet regularly to enjoy the fellowship and
working together supporting the Mothers’
Union Worldwide. 

Doreen Bethell
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A PRAYER FOR 
RESTING IN 
GOD'S LOVE
Prayers

Autumn Months
O God of Creation, you have blessed us 
with the changing of the seasons.

As we welcome the autumn months,

may the earlier setting of the sun

remind us to take time to rest.

May the brilliant colours of the leaves
remind us of the wonder of your creation.

May the steam of our breath in the cool air remind 
us that it is you who give us the breath of life.

May the harvest from the fields remind 
us of the abundance we have been given and 

bounty we are to share with others.

May the dying of summer's spirit remind 
us of your great promise that death is 

temporary and life is eternal.

We praise you for your goodness forever and ever.

Amen.

God of Goodness, I come into your presence 
so aware of my human frailty and yet 

overwhelmed by your love for me.
I thank you that there is no human 

experience that I might walk through 
where your love cannot reach me.

If I climb the highest mountain you 
are there and yet if I find myself in the 
darkest valley of my life, you are there.

Teach me today to love you more.

Help me to rest in that love that asks nothing
more than the simple trusting heart of a child.

Amen.

A PRAYER FOR 
RESTING IN 
GOD'S LOVE

A Prayer for 
Resting in God's Love

CHARITABLE
GIVING 

CHRISTIAN AID 
UPDATE

Thanks go to Mike Read 
and David Allabarton who 

completed a local sponsored 
walk together for Christian Aid 

which raised £346.06.   

Mike and David have walked 
many miles for Christian Aid 
over the years and although 
the walks have now become 
shorter, we hope they will 

continue for years to come. 

Our Parish Pilgrimage has now been in the planning for over 
2 years and due to Covid restrictions dates have been cancelled 
and altered but it finally took place on Saturday 7th August.  
Our thanks go to Tim Briggs who has patiently arranged 
and re-arranged details and bookings so we could finally 

spend some reflective time together. 

A GOOD DAY OUT
Our pilgrimage was here at last

Bishop Michael told us of St Chad’s past

We had lunch in the stables because of the rain.

Then as if by magic the sun shone again.

We walked to St Chad’s well

Everyone enjoyed the day (I could tell)

Yes, what a delightful day we had

Following the pilgrimage of St Chad.

God Bless, Annetta.

PARISH 
PILGRIMAGE 

ST. MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS PARISH CHURCH



Most of us have had some extra time
during lockdown to sort out drawers
and cupboards, which has uncovered
many memories and items lost in time.
One such item was uncovered a little
while ago, a small booklet named 
Fellowship “Flavour’’ites, which was
produced in the mid 80’s by members
of St Michaels Ladies Fellowship and
sold in aid of Church Funds.  
Maybe you still have one at home?

Looking through the booklet gave an
insight into food at that time, Liver
and Kidneys seemed popular along
with Beef and Chicken, but there 
was also a recipe using Avocado 
and Salami.  The largest section was 
Cakes using all sorts of ingredients 
including many types of dried and
fresh fruits, chocolate and even a 
Mayonnaise Cake.

SPICED APPLE CAKE 

HERE IS A RECIPE FROM THE BOOKLET
WHICH IS QUITE APPROPRIATE FOR 
AUTUMN APPLES:
Ingredients
3 medium apples – peeled, cored and chopped small

4oz melted butter

1 egg

8oz plain flour 

1 heaped teaspoon baking powder 

¾ cup sultanas 

1 teaspoon cinnamon 

½ teaspoon spice 

½ teaspoon nutmeg 

Method

•  Cover chopped apples with sugar and leave for
about 10 mins 

•  Cook for a few minutes until apple pieces soften
but not mushy 

•  Add beaten egg, sifted dry ingredients, sultanas
and melted butter  

•  Bake in a ring tin 45-50 mins – Gas 4 or 350f

•  Leave in tin for about 10 mins and then remove
from tin and sprinkle top with castor sugar. 

TUNA FISH PATE

EVEN IN THE 80’S THE MESSAGE FOR
HEALTHY EATING WAS BEING 
PROMOTED ESPECIALLY IN THIS RECIPE: 
Ingredients
7½ oz tin tuna fish

4oz butter or low cholesterol margarine 

1 clove garlic

Black Pepper 

Juice of one lemon 

Method

•  Melt butter and blend with all other ingredients 
in a liquidiser.   Pour into a pate dish and leave in
fridge for a couple of hours to set.   

•  Serve with toast or water biscuits. 

A Trip Down 
Memory Lane

06
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WHAT’S ON
ST. MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS PARISH CHURCH

CHURCH SERVICES

26TH SEPTEMBER 
Patronal Service 

10.00am Holy Communion 

10TH OCTOBER 
Harvest Festival

10.00am Holy Communion 

14TH NOVEMBER  
Remembrance Sunday

10.00am Holy Communion 

At the time of publication there
are no confirmed plans for a 

service at the Village Cenotaph. 

28TH NOVEMBER  
Advent Sunday

10.00am Holy Communion 

5TH DECEMBER 
Christingle – 

More details to follow

WEEKLY SERVICES 

1ST SEPTEMBER
(There after fortnightly)

10.00am Wednesday Morning
Holy Communion 

We hope to extend our services
with Morning Prayer and 
Evensong in the near future.
(Please check the website 
for up-to-date information)

OTHER EVENTS

24TH SEPTEMBER 
Macmillan Coffee Morning
There will NOT be a coffee
morning this year, but a 
retiring collection will be 
made in aid of Macmillan 

Cancer Support.  

If you have been unable to 
attend a Coffee Morning and
would still like to donate why
not visit their website at

www.macmillan.org.uk/donate
and find out how you can

GROUPS 
RETURNING 

MOTHERS UNION 
MEETINGS
4th October,  
1st November,  

and 6th December, all 
at 2.00pm in Church

LADIESDOTCOM 
MEETINGS
21st October,  
18th November,  

and 16th December

BELL RINGING
Bell Ringing Practice is 
held at 7.30 pm on 

Mondays in the Bell Tower.

CHURCH HALL 

BOWLING CLUB
Indoor Bowling returns 
at the beginning of 
October and will 

meet on:
Mondays

9.00am to 12.00 
Thursdays

9.00am to 4.00pm

An open afternoon is 
held on Mondays between

1.30pm – 4.00pm. 
Everyone welcome  to 
attend. Equipment and 
advice are provided for 
those who would like to 
give the sport a try.

SOCIAL EVENTS

Plans are being discussed 
for events soon, please 
keep a look out on the 
Notice Board or Website 

for more details.

Please see below notable dates for services and events which usually take 
place at this time of year.  As restrictions may be re-introduced these events 

could change. Please check our website at www.stmichaelspelsall.co.uk
or find us on Facebook or A Church Near You for any updated information.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY SEPTEMBER – DECEMBER 2021 



PARISH DAY 
PILGRIMAGE
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ST. MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS PARISH CHURCH

PILGRAMIGE
TO LICHFIELD

SATURDAY7TH AUGUST

We met on a bright blustery morning in the Cathedral Close and were welcomed
by Bishop Michael who started the morning with a prayer.

We entered the Cathedral by the West door
with all its beautifully carved figures above, 
and made our way to the Lady Chapel.  Here
Bishop Michael gave us a brief history of 
St Chad and his journey through life from
being a student of Aidan at Lindisfarn in
Northumbria, as Abbot at Lastingham in
Yorkshire to eventually being appointed 
Bishop of the Mercians and the first 
Bishop of Lichfield. 

St Chad was known as a very humble man
and most of his travelling which covered a
huge area was done on foot as he preferred
to meet people face to face.

We then had time to wander around the

Cathedral and take in the atmosphere 

and reflect on our own lives and the life 

of St Chad.

We re-gathered at 12.30 to take part in the

lunchtime Eucharist led by Bishop Michael.

The Reverend Alison and Tim Biggs (who

after several changed dates due to Covid

managed to organise the Pilgrimage for us)

were presented by Bishop Michael with a

book containing copies of samples from one

of Lichfield’s greatest treasures, 8th century

St Chad’s Gospels housed at the Cathedral, 

as a memento of our Pilgrimage.

Rev. Alison was told that we were the first

pilgrims to visit Lichfield since Covid started

in 2020

Bishop Michael had invited us to have our

lunch in his garden but unfortunately when

emerging from the Cathedral it was raining

so we had to eat in the stables (well it was

good enough for Jesus!)

After lunch we made our way to St Chad’s

Well where Baptisms took place in St Chad’s

time as Bishop.  Revd.  Alison led us in a 

short service of prayer and readings.

We parted to make our way home.  

“This to me was an unforgettable day of 
reflecting on the life of a remarkably 
devoted and humble man, and a day 
shared with my fellow Pilgrims.”

Sue Welch

PARISH DAY PILGRIMAGE
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Meeting at Lichfield Cathedral with Bishop Michael Journey’s end at St Chad’s Well

Call John Maye 
on 01922 910950

Guaranteed Shine 
Every time

Valeting World 
pride themselves on 
always delivering a 
5 star valeting service 

every time!
All the vans carry power and
water, making it convenient 

and safe for you.

Full mobile service covering Walsall, Pelsall, Bloxwich and the wider West Midlands at a time and place to suit our customers! 
*usually priced from £33 - £38 subject to the size of the car.

SILVER 
SHINE VALET
• Pre-wash and 
paint work dried
• Citrus pre-clean
• Windows cleaned

inside and out
• Full interior vacuum 

and dust down
• Wheels cleaned 
• Wheel arches
• De-odorise
• Door shuts

INTRODUCTORY 
OFFER £30*

GIFT 
VOUCHERS
AVAILABLE

valetingworld.co.uk
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ST. MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS PARISH CHURCH

KNOW YOUR 
CHURCH

HARVEST FESTIVALS
The Harvest Festival is a long-standing tradition
dating back to pagan times, which celebrates a
successful yield for farmers across the country.
Today, it focuses on charitable giving, 
specifically sharing food with those who do 
not have access to basic provisions.

Harvest celebrations pre-date Christianity, when
harvest time was seen as a spiritual time to give
thanks for the year’s crop. Corn dolls were made
out of the last sheath of harvest and placed on 
tables where a feast was held.  Afterwards the
doll was kept until spring to ensure continuation
of a good crop next year. 

During the Middle Ages it was celebrated with 
a religious feast and other traditions such as 

Fairs with market stalls and 
decorating churches with 
autumnal decorations. 

Today’s Harvest Festivals
only began in 1843 when
Reverend Robert Hawker 
invited his parishioners to 
a special harvest service at 
the church in Morwenstow,
Cornwall.  The annual 
church celebration of 
Harvest was first 
recognized officially in the
Church of England in 1862.

Harvest festival is held around the time of the
Harvest Moon, which is a full moon that occurs
closest to the autumn equinox.  The Church is
decorated with flowers and fresh produce 
alongside other gifted foodstuffs and a Holy
Communion service is held which includes
hymns, prayers and readings themed to Harvest.

HARVEST SUPPERS
Until the 20th century farmers celebrated the
end of the harvest with a meal, to which those
who had helped in the harvest period were 
invited.  Today many churches celebrate Harvest
Festival with a congregational meal attended
with family and friends. This would be held at a
church hall or community centre, a charge is

Farmer George
accepting 
Gifts for the 

Harvest Festival 
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OUR HARVEST FESTIVAL WEEKEND WILL BE HELD ON 9TH & 10TH OCTOBER 2021 
(please see website for up-to-date information) why not come along and join us 

as we give thanks for all God’s gifts provided for us. 

made to cover costs of a tasty home-cooked meal
of simple stews, pies and pasties with lovely fresh
vegetables followed by a tasty pudding

As British people have come to rely less heavily
on home-grown produce, there has been a shift
in emphasis in many Harvest Festival celebrations.
Increasingly, churches have linked Harvest with
an awareness of and concern for people in need
of basic provisions and for whom growing crops
of sufficient quality and quantity remains a 
struggle. Harvest Suppers can offer guests the
chance to raise funds as a group donation to 
an appropriate charity.

At St Michaels the Harvest Festival is held 
early in October, with produce provided by the 
congregation and local schools.  St Michaels
School hold their Harvest Celebrations and 
afterwards their gifts are taken to Church for 
the Sunday act of worship alongside the gifts 
of the congregation.   

After the Sunday services have taken place, the
gifts are taken to the Church Hall where a Harvest
Supper is held.  Some of these gifts are distributed
with tins and packaged items donated to the Local
Foodbank, and the fresh produce sold by auction.
Any monies raised are added to any cash 
donations and sent to Water Aid.   

St Michael’s Altar at Harvest time

To arrange a safe visit call Andy on  

01922 664922
greensleeves.org.uk

Pelsall Hall

Quality Care You Can Trust 
Pelsall care home in Pelsall near 

Walsall, provides high quality 
Residential and Dementia Care.

 
Rated ‘Good’ by the  

Care Quality Commission.
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CATCHING UP WITH 
THE CONGREGATION

EILEEN 
WESTON‘‘

‘‘

   CAN YOU TELL US A LITTLE ABOUT 
   YOUR FAMILY?

My family consisted of my parents, one
brother, three sisters and a grandmother 
who lived with us all my life until I married 
my husband Maurice. I was born in the 
Duke Of York public House in Aston which 
my grandmother ran until her retirement. 

We then moved to Erdington and when I left
school in July 1939 I applied for a vacancy 
in the offices of the Spitfire factory where 
I remained until the end of the war.

   WHAT DO YOU DO IN YOUR SPARE 
   TIME / HOBBIES ETC? 

My interests are in the church, Mothers 
Union and I am a member of a Water Colours
painting group which I really enjoy.

I was invited to the opening of the Spitfire 
Exhibition at the Think Tank in Birmingham. 
I was interviewed on the television and a
recording of my wartime experiences is on 
one of the exhibition phones. 

This subsequently led to an interview in 
2017 with the author Jackie Hyams and she 
included some of my memories in her book
Spitfire Stories.
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SUPPORT YOUR 
HIGH STREET 

INDEPENDENT 
RETAILERS

   CAN YOU TELL US ABOUT 
   YOUR ASSOCIATION WITH 
   ST  MICHAEL'S CHURCH?

We moved to Pelsall in 1957 and my interest
in St Michael’s was boosted by the death of 
my brother in law , leading to my confirmation 
at St Barnabas Church in Erdington. 
I subsequently went on to serve in most 
positions at St Michael’s. My first vicar was
Tony Sadler. I have always been interested 
in the promotion of women priests and 
I remember a special project I was taking 
part in which involved the participation of a
husband and wife, both vicars, and serving at
St Mark’s church in Shelfield. They helped 
our group so much, but when I found out 
that only the husband was allowed to preach
at our church I was extremely annoyed. 
A motion at the PCC in favour of women 
Vicars gave me the opportunity to gather
votes in favour and the vote was carried. 
This was not long before I met our own 
Rev. Alison.

BOOKING FOR ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH HALL  

PLEASE NOTE THAT NEW ARRANGEMENTS ARE NOW IN PLACE 
FOR ANY ENQUIRIES ABOUT THE BOOKING OF THE HALL.  

For more information on booking the hall and availability please contact the 
Parish Office on 01922 685666Monday to Thursday 1pm to 3pm or Friday 10am to noon 

(answerphone outside these hours, we will return your call as soon as possible) 
or email stmichaelschurchpelsall@gmail.com
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FROM THE REGISTERS

FUNERALS IN JUNE 2021
Evelyn Eileen Bradley (CC)

Michael James Starkey (G)

Michael Jellings (SC)                                                                                                                                                                                                          

FUNERALS IN AUGUST 2021
Susan Bridget Bradley (PEB)                                         

FUNERALS IN SEPTEMBER 2021
Albert Desmond Steventon (SC)

Betty Florence Wright (SC)

Betty Doreen Bennett (CC)

Dorothy Francis (SC)

Dorothy Susan Holland (CC)                                                                

ASHES IN JULY 2021
Raymond Denis Gutteridge 

Mavis Lucy Nicholls

Winifred Grace Pearson

ASHES IN AUGUST 2021
Kenneth John Preston
Joan Duckerin (SC@ST)                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

BAPTISMS IN AUGUST 2021 
Ellis Joseph Colbourne                                                                                                                                                                                       
Elizabeth Rose Braid             

BAPTISMS IN SEPTEMBER 2021 
Isaac Westwood
James Denning

Roger Jay Gregory

WEDDINGS IN JULY 2021 
Daniel Battison and Loren Kirby
Jacob Richard and Lucy Dunn

Peter Burton and Katie Rochelle                                                          

CODES FOR FUNERALS

(SC) Streetly Crematorium
(CC) Church and Crematorium

(CB) Church and Burial
(PEB) Pelsall Evangelical & Burial  

(SC@ST) Scattering of Ashes at Streetly                                                                                         
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Giving Thanks for the Harvest 
Activities for Autumn to
enjoy God’s gifts, colour
the harvest picture. 
Go for a walk in the 
park to see the changing
colour of the trees and
collect seeds and 
leaves to create your 
own collage 
picture.

Autuminal Activities 
As winter approaches think of God’s 
creatures by making a home for hedgehogs 
and insects or some fat balls to feed the birds.    

Let the light shine sopeople everywhere maysee your good actionsand praise God in heaven because of itMatthew 5:16




