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To Contact the Church, the Vicar or one
of the Church Wardens please use the 
information below:

PRIEST IN CHARGE                                     
Rev. Alison M. Morris ........ 01922 477734

LICENSED READER                                     
Mrs A. Myatt ......................... 01922 692420

CHURCH WARDENS                                  
Mrs S. Morris .........................01922 516847
Mr A. Chantler ......................07870 783614

CHURCH OFFICE 
TELEPHONE ...................01922 685666
(if office closed please leave a message)

CHURCH E-MAIL                                           
stmichaelschurchpelsall@gmail.com

CONTACT US

Views expressed by contributors do 
not necessarily reflect those of the church.

We hope you are enjoying 
our magazine – if you have 
anything you would like to 
include please email:

stmichaelschurchpelsall
@gmail.com

and we will do our best to 
include as many as we can.

Design & artwork donated by Bluflame Design 
www.bluflame.co.uk

Front cover photograph courtesy of Mike Reynolds

               

ALTERATIONS • IRONING • LAUNDRY • DRY CLEANING

53 High Street, Pelsall, Walsall WS3 4LU
Tel: 01922 692701
www.pelsalldrycleaners.co.uk

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat: 8.30am - 2.00pm, 
(Closed Wednesday) Late Night Thursday till 5:30pm

Est. 1967

•  Professional Clothing Repairs and Alterations
•  Bridal, Prom and Formal Wear
•  Curtains, Suite Covers and Upholstery
•  Same Day Service Available
•  Wide Selection of Garment Care 
Products Instore

               

PHOTO PRINTING SERVICE 
50 Photographs from £12.50*

*Conditions and print sizes apply, contact us for further information. 

SUPPORT YOUR 
HIGH STREET 

INDEPENDENT 
RETAILERS

               

As the country emerges from restrictions 
associated with the pandemic our church is 
starting to look forward to a more normal 
pattern of worship. We have been following 
the recommendations strongly suggested 
by the Church of England in order to keep 
everyone safe. 

At present church services take place every 
Sunday at the 10am Holy Communion. 
During the summer months it is intended to 
hold BCP Evensong at 6.30pm once a month. 
On Wednesday at 10am Holy Communion take
place every two weeks. 

Funeral, baptism and weddings are taking place
in church as usual. Baptism take place once a month

at 4pm on Sunday afternoons. Any booking includes
a date for baptism preparation which is offered
once a month. Weddings are being booked which
automatically include dates for marriage preparation
and wedding rehearsals which are arranged at 
convenient times to suit all concerned. For those 
interested in baptism and wedding bookings please
see the website and facebook page for contact 
details or phone 01922 685666 to speak with the
parish administrator - Jill Cumpston. Booking for
later 2022 and for 2023 are being taken. 

Plans are being put in place for additional 
children activities over the summer months and
also for social events which will be advertised in 
forthcoming magazines and the church website 
and facebook pages. 

SERVICES AT ST. MICHAELS & ALL ANGELS PARISH CHURCH
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FROM THE 
VICAR’S DESK

ST. MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS CHURCH, PELSALL

REV. ALISON

THANK YOU MA ‘AM
In June we marked the Platinum Jubilee the 70th anniversary of a quite remarkable
woman and monarch: Her Majesty the Queen.  Over four days the nation partied, 
elebrated and gave thanks for the Queen’s faithfullness, steadfastness and loyalty to
God and her nation.  

70 years ago, on
the 6 February
1952 Princess
Elizabeth was
staying in 
Kenya with her
husband, Prince
Phillip when she
heard of the
death of her 
father King
George VI. Aged
just 25, she was
proclaimed as
Queen. At the

Coronation Service in 1953 the Queen received the
golden orb, symbol of the world, surmounted by the
cross, and the Queen received her crown, encrusted
with jewels, and at the apex is the cross of Christ. Such
symbols reflect the demands of the cross: and a calling
to sacrifice and service. As Constitutional Head of the
Church she has dutifully performed this role supported
by her beloved husband Philip, her strength and stay. 
At the age of 96, she is still a working monarch, with a 
fidelity to her promises, which is unprecedented.  
It’s an astonishing achievement by any standard, but 
this woman stands out, because her leadership has 
been characterised by service which has spanned over
two centuries. At just 21 years old, Princess Elizabeth
said ‘I declare before you all that my whole life, whether it 
be long or short, shall be devoted to your service. God help
me to make good my vow’. 

This has been her vocation informed by her deep-rooted
faith, a strong moral compass and deeply held Christian
convications. This daily and disciplined choosing of 
faithful Christian life is exemplified in the approach of
our Queen who has said, ‘Each day is a new beginning, 
I know that the only way to live my life is to try to do what is

right, to take the long view, to give of my best in all that the
day brings, and to put my trust in God.’ As a leader with
huge power and influence she has daily chosen a path of
putting others before herself. By doing so she points to
the one person who has been her primary inspiration –
Jesus, the Servant King.  This faithful service is one of
those highly significant, but easily overlooked things
that together form a stable background to our national
life, to values that undergird and support our common
life, and enable us to live together. Throughout she has
served with dignity, grace and strength of character and
walked with her subjects through social upheaval within
the world. Her life has been a gift not only to the UK 
but to the world totally shaped by servant leadership.   

The Platinum Jubilee celebrations enabled us to reflect
on what is truly important, what we value and rely on,
and that we have a part to play in this nation. That is the
reason why we joined together to thank God for her 
wisdom and the way in which she has directed this nation
and the Commonwealth with fortitude and compassion.
Governments, Prime Ministers and Archbishops come
and go - but the Queen has been a point of stability. 
Her ministry to the nation has shaped our national spirit
and character of our nation. As Alan Titchmarsh said  ‘for 
70 years there has been one constant heartbeat of this 
nation- that belongs to her Majesty, the Queen.’    

So we give thanks to God for Her Majesty the Queen
and we give thanks to God for her faithful and servant
leadership, we thank the one who inspires her and gives
us the supreme pattern of service, Our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ, in whose service is perfect
freedom, to him be power and glory.   

So to use those iconic words 
of Paddington Bear...

‘Happy Jubilee Ma’am. 
Thank you for everything.’ 
Rev. Alison
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Mothers’ Union, St Michael’s Church and 
Brownhills Community Association working 
together to support the local community 

MU, is a Christian charity and was established by Mary
Sumner in 1876. It is now an international movement
supporting families in need in the U.K. and worldwide,
regardless of Faith and background. There are 4 million
members who are active in 84 countries.

Pelsall Branch began just a few years after Mary 
Sumner started the first group, since which time 
members have been actively supporting various MU
projects over many years, so we’ve been around a while!

During the last 3 years or so we have been supporting
The Good Shepherd in Wolverhampton with good
quality used household items, the Black Country
Women’s Aid with MUM Bags, the premature baby
unit with knitted items, as well as raising funds for 
projects further afield.

A recent members questionnaire raised the issue of
bringing our support closer to home in our own 
community. With this in mind we are hoping to set up
support for those families in need of household items

such as bed linen, towels, kitchenware, crockery, 
cutlery, glassware etc.

We are currently liaising with Jan Davies, Manager of
Brownhills Community Association and Pelsall Village
Centre, who has contact with groups supporting 
families within the area. We need to be networking with
these groups in order to move this project forward.

Our aim is to start small and to do this we now have a
storage facility which was in need of repair. This work
has now been carried out, thanks to those involved.

There is still some groundwork to do so that we have 
a clear idea of how the system will work, we need to
set up a process and formalise a policy to ensure that
we are working within the required boundaries. 
The safety of those involved is a priority.

MARY’S SAMARITANS

MAKE A MOTHER’S DAY
The Mother’s Union appeal held each Mothering
Sunday is a special time to say thank you to all
mothers and care givers. A Retiring collection was
taken on Mothering Sunday for this appeal and
raised £100.00. Thank you to all who donated. 
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During Christian Aid week donations
were collected at all services and 
a total of £176.50was sent to
Christian Aid.  Also, Mike Read 
and David Allarbarton completed 
a sponsored walk which raised a
further £513. Many thanks to all
who sponsored or donated.

At this time of year, the Children’s
Society home collection boxes are
returned. A total of £308.12was
collected and sent to the Children’s
Society.  Thanks go to all those who
have a collection box in their home.  

CHARITABLE 
GIVING Comfort those who fear for their lives 

and the lives of their loved ones, 

Change the hearts of those set 
on violence and aggression, 

Fill earthly leaders with great wisdom 
to find paths to peace, 

Please Lord come and have your way in your world, 

May your will be done here, on earth as 
it is in heaven,

May your peace reign. Now and always, 

We lift this prayer to you, our God who is able 
to do more than we can ever ask or imagine, 

In the name of Christ our saviour, 

Amen.

At the end of the Summer Term our local church school waves good bye to their headteacher, 
Mrs. R. Hutchinson. We at St. Michaels Church join with them as we send our thanks and good wishes to her
too.  After 24 years of dedicated service in the school she has decided to retire from the teaching profession. 

Ros joined the school in 1996 as a class teacher before being promoted to deputy head and then onto 
headteacher in 2010. Her impact and presence upon the school community has been significant bringing 
stability and continuity. This has been so true especially during the challenging times of recent years.
Throughout Ros has put first the needs of both pupils and the staff in her charge.  Down to earth 
in her approach but with always the pupils in mind she has carried out her role with 
professionalism, integrity and sincerity.  And of course, she would always have been seen 
conducting the excellent school choir not only in school and our church but also when 
the choir sang evensong at Lichfield Cathedral.   What an achievement!

So, thank you Ros for all that you have done and for all that you have been 
to St. Michael’s School. Congratulations on your retirement!

Wishing you a happy, healthy and blessed retirement for many years to come!

WAVING GOOD BYE TO MRS HUTCHINSON

UKRAINE
A PRAYER FOR
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CUCUMBER & HERB TRIPLE-DECKER    
SANDWICHES (SERVES 12) 

INGREDIENTS

1 small cucumber, thinly sliced
200g tub soft cheese
½ small bunch mint, finely chopped
small bunch chives, snipped
9 thin slices wholemeal bread

METHOD

•   Lay cucumber slices on kitchen paper to dry. 
Mix the cheese and mint in a small food processor
or with a hand blender. Stir in most of the chives,
then spread the cheese mixture over 6 slices of
bread. Reserve 12 slices of cucumber, and 
arrange the rest over the cheese mixture.

•   Layer up 2 slices of cucumber-topped bread, 
then top with a plain slice. Use a good knife to 
trim the crusts off the triple-deckers, then cut 
each into 4 squares. 
Top each mini sandwich 
with another cucumber 
slice. Sprinkle with the 
remaining chives 
to serve.

LEMON TRAY BAKE 
(MAKES 16)

INGREDIENTS

175g butter, softened

140g caster sugar

140g self-raising flour

50g ground almond

½ tsp baking powder

2 large eggs

1 tsp vanilla extract

Juice of 3 lemons, zest of 2

200g granulated sugar

METHOD

•   Heat oven to 180C/160C fan/gas 4. Line the base and
sides of a 20cm square tin with baking parchment.
Beat the butter, caster sugar, flour, almonds, baking
powder, eggs, vanilla, lemon zest and juice from 
½ lemon with an electric whisk until smooth. 
Scrape into the tin and bake for 25-30 mins until a
skewer poked in comes out clean. Leave to cool.

•   Turn out onto a wire rack, trim edges and slice into
16 squares. Tip the granulated sugar onto a plate.
Pour remaining lemon juice into another shallow
dish.  Quickly, dip the top of the cake squares, 
one-by-one, into the juice, then quickly in the
sugar. Sit on a wire rack to set and crisp.

When the Queen came to the throne in 1952, sugar, butter, cheese, 
margarine, cooking fat, bacon, meat and tea were all still rationed.  
Full Rationing did not finally end until 1954.

Fresh food was only available when it was in season, there were no 
supermarkets, no frozen food or freezers and the only takeaway meal 
was fish and chips. 

During the 1950s popular food included spam fritters, salmon & shrimp 
paste sandwiches, tinned fruit (usually peaches) with evaporated milk, 
fish on Fridays and ham or egg salad for tea every Sunday.

In 1953 some food items were still rationed but households were 
allowed to buy an extra 1lb of sugar and 4oz of margarine for the celebrations.  
Popular food for the street party were spam sandwiches, jelly and ice-cream 
and cream cakes with squash for the children and tea for the adults. 

In 2022 food could not be more different.  Here are some ideas for afternoon tea during the Platinum Jubilee year: 

CELEBRATING THE CORONATION 
OF QUEEN ELIZABETH II IN 1953  



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY JULY – SEPTEMBER 2022
Please see below notable dates for services and events which take place at this time of year 

What’s on at St Michaels

Times and Dates may 
change, for up-to-date 
information go to our 

Facebook page or visit the 
Events section of thewebsite at 
www.stmichaelspelsall.co.uk 
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CHURCH SERVICES
WEEKLY SERVICES

SUNDAYS
10.00amHoly Communion 

FORTNIGHTLY SERVICES
TUESDAYS 

9.00amMorning Prayer – 
12th, 26th July, 9th, 23rd August

WEDNESDAYS 
10.00amHoly Communion –
20th July, 17th, 31st August 

GROUP 
MEETINGS

Mothers Union meetings
2.00pm in Church (dates below)

4TH JULY 
Ann Reaney – 

The Good Shepherd  

1ST AUGUST 
Afternoon Tea  

5TH SEPTEMBER
Jan Davies – 
Brownhills 

Community Association  

LADIESDOTCOM 
MEETINGS
7.30pm in Church 

21st July, 18th August, 
15th September  

BELLRINGING
7.30pm on Mondays 
Bellringing Practice 
in the Bell Tower

16TH JULY
11.00am There will be a Quarter

Peel of the Church Bells

ST MICHAELS SINGERS 
7.00pm on Wednesdays
Practice in church

SOCIAL AND 
OTHER EVENTS

16TH JULY 
2.00pm in Church – Teddy Bears
Picnic Service – free entry by
ticket only, contact the Church
Office for availability.  Remember

to bring your Teddy Bear

It was wonderful to be able to call into the Tea Party
hosted by St. Michael & All Angels Church for the
Queens Platinum Jubilee. What a memorable occasion
and one so clearly enjoyed by our local community.
Thank you to everyone.

WENDY MORTON MP 
FOR ALDRIDGE - BROWNHILLS

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you 
for your very kind hospitality at your recent Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee celebration. I thoroughly enjoyed
meeting you all and being part of your special day as 
we, as a nation, joined together to mark this historic 
occasion. Please pass on my thanks to all who made 
this event so successful.

COUNCILLOR ROSE MARTIN – MAYOR OF WALSALL
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THE PLATINUM JUBILEE 
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CELEBRATING 70 YEARS
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ST. MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS PARISH CHURCH

KNOW YOUR 
CHURCH
In 1843 the old church in Paradise Lane was in poor repair and a decision
was made to close it and rebuild. A site on the corner of Pelsall Common
(the entire Common was owned by the Church Commissioners) was 
chosen for a new church and a foundation stone was laid on the 7th June
1843. The building was completed in 1844 and was a simple structure
without a tower or bells. In 1846 the Parish of Pelsall was created.
In 1859/60 the tower was built including a 
peal of five bells and a clock. These were a gift 
of Mrs. Sarah Dickinson. There is a plaque 
recording this in church. In 1920 a sixth bell, the
treble, was installed, (which is the lightest bell),
with an inscription on the bell stating that it 
was a gift from the Charles family

Pelsall comes under the Lichfield and Walsall
Archdeaconries Society of Change Ringers
which have 58 churches with a ring of bells.
These churches have a wide range of bells 
from St Chad’s at Lichfield with 4 bells to 
St Matthew’s in Walsall with an impressive 
12 bells.

The Claridge family Harry, Eric and Michael
were all bellringers and rung many peals at 
St Michael’s Pelsall possibly, making them the
only family in Pelsall to ring peals stretched 
over three generations.

The present band at Pelsall have 6 dedicated 
ringers. We meet on Monday between 
7:30-9:00pm for practice, which we share with
Bloxwich ringers, and we are always grateful
when we have visiting ringers come to join us.

Sunday morning service ringing is always well
attended with at least 5 ringers, and we try to
ring a quarter peal once a month on Sunday
evening. We rang a quarter peal for the 70th 
anniversary of the ascension of the Queen, the

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and another to 
celebrate the Inauguration of Reverend Alison
Morris. We also ring for special services at
church such as Remembrance Sunday, 
The Christingle Service, Midnight Mass 
and many more, not forgetting ringing for 
weddings which is always a special occasion 
for the ringers and the wedding party.

There is also a social side to ringing where the
ringing society put on events. They arrange a
summer ring which this year is going to be at
Oxford followed by a pub lunch.

If you would be interested in learning how to
bell ring, please speak to myself or come along
to a Monday practice to see how it’s done.

Mike Emery

PELSALL BELLRINGERS



To arrange a safe visit call Andy on  

01922 664922
greensleeves.org.uk

Pelsall Hall

Quality Care You Can Trust 
Pelsall care home in Pelsall near 

Walsall, provides high quality 
Residential and Dementia Care.

 
Rated ‘Good’ by the  

Care Quality Commission.
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SUPPORT YOUR 
HIGH STREET 

INDEPENDENT 
RETAILERS

BOOKING FOR ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH HALL  

PLEASE NOTE THAT NEW ARRANGEMENTS ARE NOW IN PLACE 
FOR ANY ENQUIRIES ABOUT THE BOOKING OF THE HALL.  

For more information on booking the hall and availability please contact the 
Parish Office on 01922 685666Monday to Thursday 1pm to 3pm or Friday 10am to noon 

(answerphone outside these hours, we will return your call as soon as possible) 
or email stmichaelschurchpelsall@gmail.com
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CATCHING UP WITH 
THE CONGREGATION

CHARLES
HENRY
WATSON

‘‘ ‘‘

I was born on 17th June 1927 to my parents
Edith and  Charles. I had a brother John and
my sisters were Kathleen and Eva May. 
We lived in Station Street in Pelsall.
My family were very poor, I would go as far as to 
say we were amongst the poorest in the village. 
My father was a miner. My mother used to wash
neighbour’s clothes and I used to run errands to 
earn extra money. Our house was very cold and
damp and in winter the pipes used to freeze in the
living room, but we always had food. It was the same
for many working class people in Pelsall at this time.

I started school in 1932 at Pelsall Wesley Junior
School in Chapel Street, I remember my teacher 
was Miss Neville.

When we were youngsters we used to play on 
the common and in the wood in Railswood Drive. 
We would play in the fields near Pelsall Station 
and loved to watch the steam trains go by. 

I remember going on a day trip to Rhyl organised by
the Co-Op Society when I was six years old. It was a
yearly event and there were almost four thousand
children going. My elder sister Kathleen and brother
Jim were supposed to be looking after me. I needed
the toilet and went in a door but came out a different
door and found myself alone on the beach, com-
pletely lost. I walked a long way looking for someone
I recognised but couldn’t find anyone. Eventually a
police car with a loudspeaker called out my name
and I was found. My brother and sister had a good
hiding when they got home for losing me. The story
was even featured in the Walsall Observer and 
I still have the cuttings!

I was 12 years old when World War 2 started.
One of my most vivid memories was on an 

afternoon in November 1940. When I left Sanders
fruit shop where I worked after school I heard the
unmistakable noise of a German plane. I looked up
and I could very clearly see the pilot of the plane as 
it was flying so low. I couldn’t believe I could see the
eyes of a German pilot on High Street Pelsall. It was
a Junkers JU88 bomber and it went on to bomb the
Walsall Gas Works that same afternoon. All these
years later it is still as fresh in my mind as it was 
that day.

I remember the Queen’s Coronation and went to 
a street party in Ashtree Road were all the street
was out to celebrate, it was a fabulous event.

I was fourteen years old when I left school and
started work. My first job was at Walsall Electrical
Company on Bridge Street in Walsall. I only worked
there for six months as the work affected my eyes.  
I went on to work at Sydenham & McOustra in the
foundry for four years until I was called up for the
Army on 5th July 1945. I went to Norton Barracks in
Worcester and then went on to join the the Royal
Irish Fusilliers at Omagh in Northern Ireland. After
three months I was posted to Mustapha Barracks,
Alexandria, Egypt where I remained for two years.
For the last 20 years of my working life I worked as 
a driving instructor. I honestly think that I probably
taught most of Pelsall to drive during that period! 
It was a job that I enjoyed immensely.
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Since retiring I have been fortunate to go on 
cruises and was lucky enough to travel to America
on the Queen Elizabeth II which was an incredible
experience. Who would have thought a boy who 
was from a poor family would go on to travel on the
world’s finest cruise ship.

I have had many hobbies and interests over the years. 
I started playing Bridge aged 16 and still enjoy playing.
I enjoyed football and followed our local team Walsall.
In my early sixties I took up the hobby of photography
and purchased my first camera which was a Minolta. 
I still own that camera to this day. I have taken literally
thousands of photographs over the years, including
many at air shows. I have always had a fascination with
aeroplanes, I think it stems from my encounter with
the German bomber back in the war!! 

I have loved living in Pelsall and am a member of
Friends of Pelsall Common. I love the history of 
Pelsall and have seen so many changes over the
years and I love to talk about it. I could write a 
book on all the changes that I have seen.

My association with church began as a youngster
when I attended Sunday school and I used to play the 

pump organ, it was very hard work but I did enjoy it. 
I started coming to St Michael’s in 2008 when I was
organising the funeral of my very close friend 
Barbara. Believe it or not I found out Barbara had
passed away and an hour later I was told of my
brothers passing too. When I was organising the 
funerals I was struck by the kindness offered from
everyone at St Michaels and have been coming ever
since. It is an important part of my life and I have
made many, many friends there. 

52 Market Street, Hednesford, Staffordshire, WS12 1AG
Tel. 01543 425701 Email. info@paulhire.co.uk

www.kevinpaulhire.co.uk

facebook.com/kevinpaulhirewear



14

FUNERALS IN APRIL 2022
Alan Grindrod (SC)

Margaret Wassell (SC)

Barry Bettley (SC)                   

Eric Claridge (CC)      

FUNERALS IN MAY 2022
Jacqueline O’Farrell (CC)

Paul Taylor (SC) 

FUNERALS IN JUNE 2022
June Perry (CB@TB)

Barry Harper (CC)     

ASHES IN MAY 2022
Alan Grindrod

Joan Daykin(Sc@RY)

ASHES IN JUNE 2022
Barbara Edmonson

Eric Claridge

Brian Lucas 

Florence Mace

BAPTISM IN APRIL 2022
Zachary Linden-Rehman     

BAPTISMS IN MAY 2022 
Natasha Reddall                                                              

Shania Hateley 

BAPTISMS IN JUNE 2022 
Noah Hackett

Harry Bather 

WEDDING IN JULY 2022
Kristi-Lee Morrish 
and Stuart Plant  

CONFIRMATION
St. Michael’s School Candidates

Shania Hateley

Jucie Leonard

Jamie Smith

Samuel Smith 

APRIL 2022 - JULY 2022

CODES FOR FUNERALS
Streetly Crematorium  (SC)                                           

Church and Crematorium (CC)
Church and Burial (CB)  

Scattering of Ashes at Ryecroft (Sc@RY)
(CB@TB) Church and 

burial at Turnberry (CB@TB)

FROM THE REGISTERS
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Calling all

Our numbers are growing at the 10am church service. 
Pop along to see what we do and to meet others! All welcome
Or contact the Parish Office on 01922 685666 for more details.

Teddy Bears Picnic Service 
In Church

SATURDAY 16TH JULY AT 2PM-4PM 
Come and see how God loves our bears and us too!

Short church service followed with fun, games 
and food. Bring your teddy bear with you.
Entrance by ticket only. Phone church on 

01922 685666 to get your tickets. Jude Beeson
Diddy Disciple Jude with Grandad John is our 
local post man taking our church greetings 

cards to the housebound and elderly. 
Thank you Jude.

Pet Service
SUNDAY 2ND OCTOBER AT 4PM
Goldie invites you to join her to thank 

God for all of our pets. Get the date in your diary. 
Watch out for more details nearer the time.

Emily Roberts
Helped to lead the prayers

on Father's Day. Thank you Emily.

Children's Confirmation
   Took place in church on 1st July 

with Bishop Clive. Congratulations to Jamie, 
Shania, Lucie and Samuel who got confirmed. 

Well done. Anyone interested in 
Confirmation classes please see Rev. Alison.

Singing by 
Our Diddy Disciples

With their own anthem to sing each Sunday. 
‘Our God is so big, so strong and so mighty. 

There is nothing that He cannot do!’ 
Come along and join in.




