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To Contact the Church, the Vicar or one
of the Church Wardens please use the 
information below:

PRIEST IN CHARGE                                     
Rev. Alison M. Morris ........ 01922 477734

LICENSED READER                                     
Mrs A. Myatt ......................... 01922 692420

CHURCH WARDENS                                  
Mrs S. Morris .........................01922 516847
Mr A. Chantler ......................07870 783614

CHURCH OFFICE 
TELEPHONE ...................01922 685666
(if office closed please leave a message)

CHURCH E-MAIL                                           
stmichaelschurchpelsall@gmail.com

CONTACT US

Views expressed by contributors do 
not necessarily reflect those of the church.

We hope you are enjoying 
our magazine – if you have 
anything you would like to 

include please email:

stmichaelschurchpelsall
@gmail.com

and we will do our best to 
include as many as we can.

Design & artwork donated by Bluflame Design 
www.bluflame.co.uk

Front cover photograph courtesy of Mike Reynolds

               

ALTERATIONS • IRONING • LAUNDRY • DRY CLEANING

53 High Street, Pelsall, Walsall WS3 4LU
Tel: 01922 692701
www.pelsalldrycleaners.co.uk

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat: 8.30am - 2.00pm, 
(Closed Wednesday) Late Night Thursday till 5:30pm

Est. 1967

•  Professional Clothing Repairs and Alterations
•  Bridal, Prom and Formal Wear
•  Curtains, Suite Covers and Upholstery
•  Same Day Service Available
•  Wide Selection of Garment Care 
Products Instore

               

PHOTO PRINTING SERVICE 
50 Photographs from £12.50*

*Conditions and print sizes apply, contact us for further information. 

SUPPORT YOUR 
HIGH STREET 

INDEPENDENT 
RETAILERS

               

As this magazine goes to print the 
church is able to provide a slightly
clearer picture of some church services,
social events and activities. St. Michaels
is still following the recommendations
strongly suggested by the Church of 
England in order to keep everyone safe. 

Church services take place every Sunday 
at the 10.00am Holy Communion and on 
Wednesdays at 10.00am wherever possible
(see the website or facebook for details). 
The reintroduction of other services will 
continue during the autumn. 

Funeral, baptism and weddings are taking
place in church according to guidelines. 
This includes the reintroduction of baptism
preparation, marriage preparation and 
wedding rehearsals. For those interested 
in baptism and weddings bookings are being
taken. Please see the website and facebook
page for contact details or phone 
01922 685666 to speak with the parish 
administrator – Jill Cumpston.

Plans are in place for some social events 
and activitieswhich will be advertised 
nearer the date and some of which 
are advertised within this magazine.    

SERVICES AT ST. MICHAELS & ALL ANGELS PARISH CHURCH
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FROM THE 
VICAR’S DESK

ST. MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS CHURCH, PELSALL

REV. ALISON

1. THE HEART OF CHRISTMAS – GIVING
“For God so loved the world that He GAVE 
His one and only Son…” (John 3:16)

Christmas is a season for giving, whether it is in the
form of gifts, money, time or even love. We generally
treasure the gifts we receive at Christmas time. 
At the same time we are encouraged to be givers.
When we give, it is amazing how God blesses us back
in return.  Let’s remember that on the first Christmas
morn, God gave ‘His one and only Son, Jesus Christ’.
Because God gave, millions have encountered 
His love, salvation and blessings throughout history.
Let’s ask Jesus for a new heart of generosity this year
as we spread the love and goodness of God lavishly! 
The only blessing some people may receive during
Christmas, could well be from you!

2. THE HEART OF CHRISTMAS – FAMILY
“Mary treasured up all these things and 
pondered them in her heart” (Luke 2:19)

A vital part of our Christmas celebrations is the time
spent with family. The Christmas season is so special
that many people travel miles to be home. We see a
beautiful family portrait on the night that Jesus was
born. When the shepherds came to Bethlehem, 
“They… found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who 
was lying in the manger”.  Mary and Joseph clearly 
built a strong, godly family. This year, can we build
some precious Christmas memories with our family? 
Can we strengthen and encourage one another? 
Can we heal a strained relationship?  God loves all 

families and we need to treasure all the precious 
memories.  We could also befriend someone who has
no family to celebrate with at Christmas. Let’s pray for
our family to receive special grace this Christmas that
will unfold many beautiful moments.

3. THE HEART OF CHRISTMAS – HUMILITY
“He (Jesus) humbled Himself” (Philippians 2:8)

At the heart of the Christmas message, is humility. 
It speaks of how the mighty Son of God, took on a
human form, and came down to earth in humbling 
circumstances. He was born in a manger; not a palace.
His parents were possibly peasants, not the rich of 
society. The message of His birth was announced to
humble shepherds and not to those in the seats of
power. His birth and His very life, showed a level of 
humility never seen before. As we approach Christmas,
let’s ask God to give us the same attitude of humility
that was in Christ Jesus. 

So let’s work together as a church and community to
highlight and share with others what is really at the
heart of Christmas this year. 

May the Lord bless you and your families this 
Christmas season.  

Rev. Alison

AT THE HEART OF CHRISTMAS 2021
What is at the heart of your Christmas? Parties, gifts, church, carol singing, 
family... what if I was to say the Holy Family? This may not be what you 
expected. However, the Church of England has its strap line -  ‘At the Heart of 
Christmas’ plus a heart logo with the Holy Family at its centre.  It certainly 
makes you think what is the real meaning or purpose of Christmas. It also helps 
us to get to the heart of the matter! So I am suggesting 3 possible ways to do so...
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BRONZE ECO AWARD WON BY 
ST. MICHAEL’S ECO WARRIORS!

Congratulation to St. Michael’s church who have won 
the bronze award with A ROCHA UK’s award scheme for
churches in England and Wales. AROCHA’S vision is for
churches of all denominations to care for creation as an 
integral part of loving their neighbours and following 

God faithfully. By doing so the church demonstrates that the
gospel is good news for God’s earth. It also fulfils the fifth

mark of mission which is to strive to safeguard the integrity
of creation and sustain and renews the life of the earth. 

AROCHA offers three levels of Eco Church Award –
Bronze, Silver and Gold. Therefore, St. Michael’s completed

the online survey to see whether we had attained the 
required standard for the bronze award. They also used the

supporting resources which are designed to equip our
church to express our care for God’s world in our worship
and teaching; in how we look after our building and land; 
in how we engage with our local community and in global
campaigns, and in the personal lifestyles of our congregation. 

Our Award is confirmed with a certificate and plaque from
AROCHA UK to mark our achievement. 

Well done Eco Warriors!!

AT THE HEART OF CHRISTMAS
At the heart of Christmas is the Church of England’s theme
for Advent and Christmas 2021.    Inspired by readings from
the Gospels of Luke and John,  At the heart of Christmas is an

invitation to everyone to discover – or rediscover – the
good news of God’s saving love as revealed in the birth of

Jesus. The theme is a deliberately simple and open theme to
be used by local churches to invite their communities to 

share in celebrating the good news of Christmas in a whole
variety of ways, whatever the prevailing circumstances.
Here at St. Michael’s Church we have kick started an 
exciting art project headed up by Katie Lloyd -Adams. 

Pupils from our 3 local schools plus children from our church
families are being encouraged to design and decorate 
cardboard hearts. These heart shapes with coloured 

ribbons which have been provided by the church will be
used to decorate the church up to and during the Festive

period. The aim is for the children to express what is at their
heart of Christmas. Our expectations are high as we look 
forward to seeing the final outcome. Viewing of the display

will be made available to the Pelsall Community in 
the run up to Christmas. 

Please watch the website and church facebook 
for specific details nearer Christmas.   



CHARITABLE 
GIVING 

Due to covid restrictions we were unable to 
hold the regular Coffee Morning in aid of 
Macmillan Cancer Support but collections 
were made and a total of £550.00has been 
sent to Macmillan to continue their work 
supporting patients and their families. 

Once again this year’s giving for Harvest was 
well supported by St. Michael’s School and 

the congregation with many bags being filled 
with produce for the Local Foodbank.   

Cash donations were also received and a total 
of £200.00 has been sent to Water Aid.

Many thanks to all those who donated 
to these two worthy causes and the support 

will be appreciated by many during 
these difficult times. 

Seasonal
Prayer

God of love, Father of all,
the darkness that covered the earth
has given way to the bright dawn 

of your Word made flesh.

Make us a people of this light.

Make us faithful to your Word
that we may bring your life 

to the waiting world.

Grant this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

(International Committee on English in the Liturgy (ICEL)
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Lest we 
forget!
This year sees the 100 years centenary of the
poppy appeal. In November 1921 the newly

founded (Royal) British Legion held it’s first-ever
‘Poppy Appeal,’ which sold millions of the silk

flowers and raised over £106,000 to go towards
finding employment and housing for Great War
veterans. The following year, Major George

Howson set up the Poppy Factory in Richmond,
England, in which disabled servicemen were 

employed to make the fabric and paper blooms.
Since then the red poppy has become the 
symbol of remembrance while the (Royal)

British Legion have worked tirelessly for 100
years. To acknowledge this historical achievement

St. Michael’s congregation have been busy 
collecting poppy seeds. Over the Remembrance

weekend members of the congregation 
accompanied by local councilors and 

representatives from the local branch of the
British Legion scattered poppy seed n the

wildlife section of the cemetery. Poignantly this
is a fitting tribute not only to those who gave
their lives for others but also to the 6 war 

graves which lie in the cemetery and church 
yard surrounding the church. 

They shall not grow old, as we that are left grow
old. Age shall not weary them, nor the years 
condemn. At the going down of the sun and in 

the morning we will remember them. 

L. Binyon



FIGGY PUDDING

PERHAPS YOU MIGHT LIKE TO TRY THIS
MODERN DAY RECIPE FOR FIGGY PUDDING
Ingredients
80g butter softened 

250g dried figs

50ml brandy 

225g mixed sultanas and raisins

1 eating apple, peeled, cored and grated

50g light muscovado sugar 

50g soft dark brown sugar

65g breadcrumbs 

65g self-raising flour

1 tsp allspice  

Method

❋ Butter either a 1 pint or two ½ pint pudding 
bowls and line the base with a circle of baking
parchment.   

❋ Chop 80g of the figs and set aside. Put the 
remaining figs, butter and brandy into a food 
processor and whizz until smooth, then transfer 
to a large mixing bowl.  Add the chopped figs,
mixed fruits, grated apple, sugars, breadcrumbs,
flour and allspice.  Stir everything together 
(inviting everyone to give a stir and make a wish).  
Place the mixture in the prepared bowls and
smooth surfaces. 

❋ Cover the puddings with a layer of buttered 
baking parchment and foil, both pleated across the
middle to allow for expansion. Tie securely with
string. Place in a steamer or pan with an upturned
saucer in the bottom (so the puddings do not
touch the bottom) and fill each pan with boiling
water to come halfway up the side of the bowl.
Cover with a lid and simmer for 1 – 1½ hrs for the
small puddings or 2 – 2½ hrs for the large, topping
up the water as needed.  When cooked remove
from pan and leave to cool.  When completely 
cool wrap in foil and store in a cool dry place.

❋ To reheat replace puddings in basins and steam 
for about an hour.

What is
Figgy Pudding
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In the familiar Christmas carol 
‘We Wish You a Merry Christmas’ 
we ask for Figgy Pudding but what 
is Figgy Pudding?  Figgy Pudding,
Plum Pudding or Christmas Pudding
all refer to the traditional pudding
served at Christmas.    

Figgy pudding dates back to the 14th 
century and was a wet sticky, thick 
porridge of boiled figs, water, wine 
almonds, raisins and honey. It later 
included meat and grains and later still
became a steamed pudding made with
raisins. The term Plum Pudding came
from pre-Victorians who referred to
raisins and dried fruits as Plums so the
pudding became a ‘Plum Pudding’.  
It was not until 1845 when it first came 
to be called ‘Christmas Pudding’  when 
it was featured in a cookbook of 
Modern Cookery for Private Families. 

As with many traditional desserts, the
pudding incorporates symbolism reflective
of Christ with the holly representing the
crown of thorns and lighting the pudding
representing the passion of Christ.   
The Pudding was traditionally prepared
on ‘Stir-up-Sunday’ the last Sunday 
before Advent (‘stir up’ being a reference
from the Book of Common Prayer).  
One story says that the pudding should
be made with 13 ingredients to represent
Jesus and His Disciples and that every
member of the family should take turns 
to stir the pudding 
with a wooden 
spoon from 
east to west, in 
honour of the 
Wise Men.
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CHURCH SERVICES
Advent and Christmas Services

at St Michael’s Church – 
Booking for Christmas services
may be required please check

for more details nearer the time.

28TH NOVEMBER 
ADVENT SUNDAY 

10.00amHoly Communion 
and lighting of the first 

Advent Candle

6.30pmAdvent Sunday Evening
Service by Candlelight

5TH DECEMBER 
4.00pm School Christingle 
Service (ticketed service)

19TH DECEMBER 
6.30pm Traditional 

Nine Lessons and Carols

24TH DECEMBER
CHRISTMAS EVE  
4.00pmCrib Service

11.15pmCandlelit 
Midnight Mass

25TH DECEMBER
CHRISTMAS DAY  

10.00am Family 
Christmas Eucharist

26TH DECEMBER
ST STEPHENS DAY   

10.00amHoly Communion 

2ND JANUARY
EPIPHANY SERVICE    
10.00amHoly Communion

23RD JANUARY
4.00pm Joint Prayer for 

Christian Unity Service at Pelsall
Methodist Church

30TH JANUARY
Candlemas Services.

2ND MARCH
ASH WEDNESDAY

10.00amHoly Communion 
with Imposition of Ashes 

(Year 6 pupils from St Michaels
Church School in attendance)

            7.00pmHoly Communion
with Imposition of Ashes

WEEKLY SERVICES
10.00amWednesday Morning
Holy Communion (fortnightly)

Morning Prayer is held 
fortnightly and Evensong
is held when possible. 

(Please check the website 
for up-to-date information)

GROUP MEETINGS
Mothers Union meetings

2.00pm in Church (dates below)

10TH JANUARY
AGM

7TH FEBRUARY
Speaker, Mal Hawksworth

7TH MARCH
Deanery Lady Day Service

LADIESDOTCOM 
MEETINGS

7.30pm in Church (dates below)

20TH JANUARY
17TH FEBRUARY
17TH MARCH 

BELLRINGING
7.30pm on Mondays 
Bellringing Practice 
in the Bell Tower

CHURCH HALL
INDOOR BOWLING 

Thursday Afternoons 
between 1.30pm – 4.00pm is an
open afternoon. If you would like
to give the sport a try, equipment

and advice are provided,
everyone welcome

SOCIAL/OTHER EVENTS
3RD DECEMBER
6.30pm in Church
Carols & Pies with 
Pelsall Ladies Choir

(This is a ticketed event)

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY DECEMBER 2021 – MARCH 2022
Please see below notable dates for services and events which usually take place at this 

time of year.  As restrictions may be re-introduced these events could change. 
Please check our website at www.stmichaelspelsall.co.uk or find us on Facebook or 

A Church Near You for any updated information.

What’s on at St Michaels
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KNOW YOUR CHURCH
ST. MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS PARISH CHURCH

Epiphany 
Season 

Did you know that in the Church Calendar, 
Christmas continues until 2nd February?

We are all familiar with the Christmas story, but how
does the story continue after the decorations have
been put away for another year on Twelfth Night.
Epiphany means manifestation or revelation, and the
season recognises the manifestation of Jesus Christ
as the Son of God, the promised Messiah.

The joy of the birth of the Holy Infant now continues
through the Season of Epiphany beginning on 6th
January with Feast of the Epiphany through to 
2nd February when we celebrate Candlemas. 

FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY

The Western Church began celebrating the
Epiphany in the 4th century where it was, and still 
is associated with the visit of the magi (wise men) to

the infant Jesus offering gifts of gold, frankincense
and myrrh, when God revealed himself to the world
through the incarnation of Jesus.  

For many Countries around the World Epiphany 
is an important Festival Day.  In Spain it is known 
as ‘The Festival of the three Magic Kings’ when 
children receive their presents – as they are 
delivered by the Three Kings.  Many countries have
special cakes, in Spain you can buy a cake filled with
cream and chocolate and decorated with a paper
crown. In France a type of almond cake which 
has a toy crown cooked inside and Mexico the 
traditional cake is baked with a figure of Baby Jesus
hidden inside. Whoever has the baby in their piece
of cake is the ‘Godparent’ of Jesus for that year. 

Other traditions include Carol singing in Portugal
and in Poland and Belgium children dress up as 
the three wise men to visit houses singing songs.
Austrian and German people write a special sign 
in chalk over their front door as a reminder of the
Wise Men, the sign is meant to protect the house 
for the coming year

Ireland’s tradition is known as ‘Nollaig na mBan’ 
or Women’s Christmas.  It is one of Ireland’s biggest
traditions. On this day the men take over the 
housework and cooking so women can get a 
much-needed rest after catering for everyone 
during the Christmas celebrations.
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Call John Maye 
on 01922 910950

Guaranteed Shine 
Every time

Valeting World 
pride themselves on 
always delivering a 
5 star valeting service 

every time!
All the vans carry power and
water, making it convenient 

and safe for you.

Full mobile service covering Walsall, Pelsall, Bloxwich and the wider West Midlands at a time and place to suit our customers! 
*usually priced from £33 - £38 subject to the size of the car.

SILVER 
SHINE VALET
• Pre-wash and 
paint work dried
• Citrus pre-clean
• Windows cleaned

inside and out
• Full interior vacuum 

and dust down
• Wheels cleaned 
• Wheel arches
• De-odorise
• Door shuts

INTRODUCTORY 
OFFER £30*

GIFT 
VOUCHERS
AVAILABLE

valetingworld.co.uk

        
    

THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST  

The season also focuses on other events in Christ’s
life and on the First Sunday after Epiphany we 
remember Christ’s baptism by John in the River 
Jordon. During the season, we also hear of Jesus’
first miracle when He turned water into wine at 
the wedding in Cana. 

THE FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION 
(CANDLEMAS)

Epiphany ends with The Feast of the Presentation,
which is on the 40th day after Christmas Day 
February 2nd. The Feast commemorates the ritual
purification of Mary and the presentation of baby
Jesus to God in the temple.  The Gospel of Luke says
that Jesus was met by Anna and Simeon, Simeon 
held Jesus and called him a Light to the World.    
The festival is also known as Candlemas as this is 
the day that all the Church’s candles for the year 
are blessed.  

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity falls during
the Epiphany Season which begins on 18th January
and ends on 25th January.  

On the 23rd January 2022 
St Michaels congregation have
been invited for a joint service
at Pelsall Methodist Church 
at 4.00pm.  All will be welcome 
to celebrate our common faith
with Christians throughout 
the world. 
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When their father does return home he is in a very
good mood. He has sold a horse in Wolverhampton.
He runs a small carting business but there is no
coal to be moved and horses are expensive to be
kept idle. The price was low but at least he will no
longer have to pay for fodder at inflated prices.
After his wash, Fred sits down to his meal. He is
one of the few men to be eating meat that night
and can look forward to eating meat again tomorrow
after handing some of his horse money to his wife
who sits quietly by. After his meal he belches loudly
and says that he is off to meet his brother Harry
down at the Union Jack pub.   

His wife does not approve of his drinking but it
would not even occur to her to question him. She
was forced by her father to work behind the bar of
the Whimsey Public House and saw what misery
drink can bring to both men and women. She has
never been in a pub since her marriage to Fred, 
the brother of the man who married her sister. 

She had to leave home in order to marry, as her 
father said that she was to have nothing to do 
with the Forrester family. She calls in the boys 
and washes them before bed. It is Christmas Eve 
andshe wants to spend some time sewing a piece
of ribbon on to some socks which she will put some
nuts and a wrapped mince pie. She feels that she
must do something to celebrate her Saviour’s 
birth by giving a gift to her children.

Meanwhile Fred has left the house wrapped 
up in his scarf and hat but something weird has 
happened. Instead of turning left out of his house
he has turned right and walked past the Whimsey 
towards Willenhall. When he gets there the 
shops are still open trying to sell their wares to a 
population who have little or no money. He stops
outside a toy shop and looks in. He very rarely goes
to the shops and has certainly never been in a toy
shop before. Nervously he enters and buys two
small toys before stepping quickly out into the

By Colin Forrester

The year is 1926 and the place is Lane Head near Willenhall in Staffordshire.
Bill and his younger brother Ronnie are playing around the gas lamp in the
street. They are dressed in patched clothes but the patching is done well. 

They feel happy that they have eaten better than many in their street that day.
For this is the year of the great strike and many households have little or 

nothing coming in. Their evening meal was potatoes, cabbage and a thick rich
gravy made from their father’s pork chop. They knew that they must have

eaten their meal and be out of the way by the time their father returns home.

THE CASE FOR 
FATHER 
CHRISTMAS
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To arrange a safe visit call Andy on  

01922 664922
greensleeves.org.uk

Pelsall Hall

Quality Care You Can Trust 
Pelsall care home in Pelsall near 

Walsall, provides high quality 
Residential and Dementia Care.

 
Rated ‘Good’ by the  

Care Quality Commission.

  

crisp winter evening. He feels strangely good 
about himself. On the way back home he passes 
a greengrocer who has some oranges on display.
They are expensive but he knows that they are
supposed to be good for children. He goes and 
purchases two and walks home. 

When he arrives home his wife is very glad to see
that he is not drunk but seems in a good mood. 
She is shocked but happy when he empties his
pockets to reveal toys and oranges. He says 
“Yow’d berra put these f’ the kids. He also adds 
two shiny sixpences. She fetches the beautifully
decorated socks and adds the presents. She will
hang the stockings on the mantleshelf for the 
boys to find in the morning. 

Imagine if you can, the delight on the boys faces
when they awoke on Christmas morning and 

discovered their gifts. A new toy, a delicious 
mince pie, hazelnuts, a rare orange and tucked
right in the toe, a whole sixpence to spend as 
they wished.

What made Fred turn left instead of right that
night? Was it the euphoria of the horse sale? 
Was it his conscience? Was it the need to share 
his good fortune? Or was it the spirit of Father
Christmas who whispered in his ear? I prefer
to think it was the latter. I prefer to think that 
Christmas time people sometimes do odd things
for the good of others. 

Why do I know this story to be true? 
Because Bill is my dad and Fred my grandfather.

Make someone 
happy this Christmas.

   
 

“The spirit of Christmas is Christlike love. The way to 
increase the Christmas spirit is to reach out generously to 
those around us and give of ourselves. The best gifts are not 
material things but gifts of listening, of showing kindness, 
of remembering, of visiting, of forgiving, of giving time.”

Bonnie L. 
Oscarson
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JUNE DAVENHILL
TRIBUTE TO 

On 18th September 2021 our beloved 
friend and member of St. Michaels Church
congregation passed away at the age of 85. 

June had faithfully served our parish church under 
the leadership of many incumbents during the years.  
And yet it falls upon me to have the privilege to write 
a tribute for this very dear Christian lady. It has been 
a great privilege to get to know her as a parish priest
over these last twelve and a half years. She was a 
person with many gifts and talents - teacher, musical 
director, choir leader and the all round embodiment of
all that is good in our community. There is so much to
give thanks for and to celebrate – much more than can
be expressed in these few brief words. Yet I wish to 
acknowledge the impact and presence of June upon
the life of our church and Pelsall community. She was
indeed an inspiration to all who were fortunate enough
to know her well, as a loving wife to Harry, Mother to
Rachael,  Neil and Gill, Grandmother, Great Grandmother,
daughter, sister, aunt, and friend to so many in our
church family and in our local community.   

Shakespeare’s “Twelfth Night” begins with the 
unforgettable words “If music be the food of love, play
on!” In a rather different sense, these words could
readily be applied to June, given the fact that music, 
especially choral music, was so dear to her and was
such a joyful part of the Christian worship and praise
she was committed to. For many years June led and
sang in the church choir.  She participated fully in the
life of this church community, supporting all the 
Eucharistic services on Sunday, Festivals, seasonal 
services for Christmas, Lent and Easter, and of course,
Choral Evensong, This service was very dear to June,
who valued the riches of the Anglican tradition, and
naturally knew all of the choral settings and responses
by heart. June had a sweet and melodious voice, and
throughout her life she made very good use of it in
faithful Christian worship and in her commitment to
music. For June, as for so many, choral music was a
wonderful expression of faith. She rejoiced in the 
memory of choral concerts and services, not least by
Pelsall Ladies Choir which she had helped launch in
1963. Beginning from humble origins with seven
women gathered around a piano in a living room, it was
to blossom and flourish with June as musical director
until she finally retired in January 2020.   In 2013 she
was awarded a British Empire Medal in the Queens
New Years Honours List for services to music and the
community having raised thousands of pounds for
charity through concerts. Previously, in 2010 June 
had won the Walsall’s Creative Spirit Award. This was
recognition for her true musical inspiration and for
bringing people of all ages and backgrounds together
and nurturing their talents. This inspiration impacted
positively upon the lives of others including during her
time as a primary school teacher at St. Michaels Church
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SUPPORT YOUR 
HIGH STREET 

INDEPENDENT 
RETAILERS

BOOKING FOR ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH HALL  

PLEASE NOTE THAT NEW ARRANGEMENTS ARE NOW IN PLACE 
FOR ANY ENQUIRIES ABOUT THE BOOKING OF THE HALL.  

For more information on booking the hall and availability please contact the 
Parish Office on 01922 685666Monday to Thursday 1pm to 3pm or Friday 10am to noon 

(answerphone outside these hours, we will return your call as soon as possible) 
or email stmichaelschurchpelsall@gmail.com

School. She was also responsible for the Pelsall Primary
Partnership Choir which brought the village’s three
schools together as one to perform at local events. Her
dedication and commitment brought encouragement to
many young people to explore their musical potential
many of whom now have a successful musical career.   

We are united not only in remembering all that June
meant to us, but also in celebration of the deep and
abiding Christian faith that meant so much to her, and
was indeed a source of great comfort and strength to
her, through all the joys and travails that life brings. 
She was, in every sense, a true Christian soul, and for
this we give great thanks to God, acknowledging the
tremendous example she gave of faith, hope, devoted
service and love (or charity), the three great Christian
virtues. We each of us have our own special memories
of June’s loving, caring, and stoical nature, and through
all that life brings, the great example of her Christian
faithfulness, humility and, of course, the good cheer
that came so naturally to her. Generosity and warmth
were indeed hallmarks of June’s God-given nature. 
Her emphasis was always upon counting her blessings,

and humbly accepting all that life brings, being mindful
of God’s love, rather than focussing on negative
thoughts. In all of these qualities, she was a beacon of
light for us all, and we join now in thanksgiving for her
loving and faithful life so well lived, as we join together
in paying tribute to this wonderful Lancashire lass. 

May she rest in 
peace and rise 
in glory. 

Well done, good 
and faithful 
servant! 

Thank you.
Rev. Alison



FROM THE REGISTERS
FUNERALS IN SEPTEMBER 2021

Joyce Davies (SC)

Martyn Lewis (SC)

Joyce Jones (SC)

Peter Dawson (SC)                                                                    

FUNERALS IN OCTOBER 2021
Kathleen Sears (C&B@SC)                                                                                                 

Joyce Bellamy (GS@PC)                                                                                                                                       

FUNERALS IN NOVEMBER 2021
Vera Anthony (CC)

Derek Hodgetts (CB)

Jackie Simmonds (CC)

Joan Thacker (MB)

Linda Barton (SC) 

Catherine Mills (SC)                                                                                                                               

ASHES IN OCTOBER 2021
Dorothy Francis (IN@WL)

ASHES IN NOVEMBER 2021
Nora Birch

BAPTISM IN OCTOBER 2021 
Albert Arthur Coley        

BAPTISM IN NOVEMBER 2021 
Alby Christopher Brookes  

BAPTISM IN DECEMBER 2021
Thea Upton

Dylan Pritchard

WEDDING IN OCTOBER 2021
Robert Parker & Faye Newport                                                         

CODES FOR FUNERALS/ASHES
(SC) Streetly Crematorium

(CC) Church and Crematorium
(CB) Church and Burial

(IN@WL) Willenhall Lawn Cemetery
(GS@PC) Graveside at Pelsall Cemetery)
(C&B@SC) Church and burial at Streetly) 
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FOR WE HAVE SEEN HIS STAR IN THE
EAST AND COME TO WORSHIP HIM. 

Christmas Activities
Make some homemade gifts 

for family and friends.  
Colour our picture of the 3 kings.

Matthew 2:2

Winter Activities
Take advantage of the darker evenings. On a clear night wrap 
up warm go outside and watch the stars in the night sky. 

Think of the 3 kings all those years ago following a bright star. 

Enjoy a winter walk, or a winter picnic, take a flask of hot soup and 
crusty bread, or wrap hot cooked sausages in foil to keep warm to eat 

on bread rolls, or maybe drinking chocolate and some biscuits.  
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